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take action now!
see all actions taken
"We now face the real danger that even as vaccines bring hope to some, they become another
brick in the wall of inequality between the world’s haves and have-nots. It’s right that all
governments want to prioritize vaccinating their own health workers and older people first.
But it’s not right that younger, healthier adults in rich countries are vaccinated before health
workers and older people in poorer countries.”

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus (WHO Director-General) opening remarks at 148th
session of the Executive Board (Jan. 18, 2021)
To bring this pandemic to an end, the majority of the world needs to be immune to COVID19. The safest way to achieve this is with a vaccine. We know that vaccines work because they
have saved more lives around the world than any other medical intervention.
Over the course of the past year, we have seen nation states engage in a race to the bottom to
get their hands on precious COVID-19 vaccines first. This “me first” approach will prolong
the pandemic, resulting in more lives lost and catastrophic impacts in economic and social
disruption. People who live in the poorest and most vulnerable situations in low-income
countries are most at risk.
The problem isn’t that rich countries are vaccinating their people, it’s that they are buying up
global supplies and actively preventing poorer countries from gaining access. Global
equitable distribution of vaccines could save twice as many lives. To get an idea of where the
vaccine is being distributed, view this live map of COVID-19 vaccine dosesadministered.

click to view our #EndCovidEverywhere report
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Recognizing that no one pharmaceutical company can produce enough vaccines for the
world, South Africa and India applied at the World Trade Organization (WTO) in October
2020 for a temporary intellectual property waiver on COVID-19 equipment, drugs and
vaccines. Put simply, waiving Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)
would pave the way for manufacturers around the world to ramp up global production
without the risks of contending with domestic and international intellectual property
disputes. The proposal now has the support of 57 countries, including the entire Africa Group
and Least-Developed Country Group at WTO.
About TRIPS (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights)
The World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPS) is the most comprehensive multilateral agreement on intellectual
property (IP). It plays a central role in facilitating trade in knowledge and creativity, in
resolving trade disputes over IP, and in assuring WTO members the latitude to achieve their
domestic policy objectives.
Members recently reiterated their common goal of providing timely and secure access to
high-quality, safe, efficacious and affordable vaccines and medicines for all, but continued to
diverge on what role IP played in achieving that goal. Proponents argued that existing
vaccine manufacturing capacities in low- and middle-income countries remained unutilized
because of IP barriers, and hence insufficient amounts of vaccines were being produced to
end the pandemic. In their view, the waiver proposal represents an open and expedited
global solution to allow uninterrupted collaboration in the production and supply of health
products and technologies required for an effective COVID-19 response.

Unfortunately, high-income countries like Canada (alongside Japan, the US, and the UK) are
protecting pharmaceutical monopolies. By not supporting the TRIPS waiver, they are
creating barriers to restrict vaccine production despite public funds being heavily invested in
their development, and clinical trials largely taking place in low-income countries.
Our best chance of ending COVID-19 everywhere is to ensure a vaccine is available for all as a
global common good. So long as vaccine solutions are kept under lock and key, there won’t be
enough to go around. What we need is a People’s Vaccine, not a profit vaccine.
The ask: Canada must support the TRIPS intellectual property waiver tabled at the World
Trade Organization (WTO) and put people’s lives ahead of publicly-subsidized
pharmaceutical company profits.
The cost of monopolizing medicine
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We have repeatedly witnessed how exclusive rights and monopolies granted to
pharmaceutical corporations, resulting in high prices and blocking generic competition, have
had a negative impact on our medical actions in different countries, for example in accessing
antiretrovirals for HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and hepatitis C. In HIV science, the potent
“cocktail” of three drugs was proven effective in 1996 yet for 6 years afterwards (1996-2002),
there was no equity plan and no movement to bring these drugs to the 95% of people who
suffered with HIV in Africa and other impoverished areas. Every day during those six years,
8,000 people died per day.

latest campaign updates
In collaboration with our sector allies and with the support of Results volunteers who
took part in International Development Week (IDW), we have refreshed our 1% ask of
Canada. You can learn more in our recent blog post.
On February 19, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced that Canada will be
investing an additional CAD$75 million in the ACT-Accelerator to ensure equitable
access to the tools needed to #EndCovidEverywhere.
On January 15, the Hon. Karina Gould, Minister of International Development, was
appointed as co-chair of the COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC) Engagement
Group. Administered by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, COVAX serves as a financing
instrument that will support the participation of 92 lower-middle and low-income
economies and ensure their access to COVID-19 vaccines.
February campaign status: Thank you for taking action to protect women and children
during the pandemic by calling on Canada to invest in the Global Financing Facility
(GFF). On International Women's Day, we also asked you to take action on social media
to invite Canada to co-host a year-long resource mobilization campaign for the health
of women and children everywhere. The GFF officially launched their case for
investment, and Canada’s Minister of International Development Karina Gould has
accepted the invitation to co-host the campaign, calling GFF a “critical mechanism for
helping countries deliver on the promise of gender equality.” In April, the GFF will
begin their campaign and we hope Canada will make an ambitious investment. We will
continue giving updates as the campaign develops.
March campaign status: #StopTheDeadlyDivide - stay tuned for more details.

3/6

The People’s Vaccine Alliance
A coalition of organizations and activists united under a common aim of campaigning
for a ‘people’s vaccine’ for COVID-19
An affordable vaccine needs to be distributed equitably to people everywhere. A People’s
Vaccine would eliminate monopoly control by pharmaceutical companies and make it
possible for factories anywhere to start manufacturing vaccines.
Alliance members include organizations such as the Yunus Centre, Amnesty International,
Oxfam, past and present world leaders, health experts, faith leaders and economists.

Learn more about the People’s Vaccine Alliance.
Meet more of our champions.
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Watch Video At: https://youtu.be/4hdddfRGDu0

video (above): Monopolizing the Recovery - Canada and the WTO-TRIPS Waiver Proposal
Learn more about TRIPS and Canada’s current opposition to it by watching this webinar
hosted by Jesse Whattam, Trade Justice Network and Stuart Trew, Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives
resources
See all our resources under your tools to support you in taking action.
#StopTheDeadlyDivide printout of current campaign and actions

key dates
April 5-9 - World Healthcare Worker Week
April 7 - World Health Day
April 18-24 - National Volunteer Week
April 22 - Earth Day
April 25 - World Malaria Day
April 24-30 - World Immunization Week
April 27 at 5pm EST - Results Canada, Vaccines Bring Us Closer webinar

hashtags
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#Canada4Results
#CanadianAid
#PeoplesVaccine
#VaccineEquity
#StopTheDeadlyDivide

tags
@ResultsCda
@mary_ng
@FP_Champagne

keywords
COVID-19
Vaccines
Widening Gaps
Deadly Divide
Vaccine Equity
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write a letter to the editor (LTE)
resultscanada.ca/action-button/write-a-letter-to-editor-campaign-1

step-by-step instructions for writing an LTE
Our #StopTheDeadlyDivide campaign focuses on the urgent need to work together to find
ways to prevent the world’s progress from backsliding during the COVID-19 crisis. Over the
course of the past year, we have seen nation states engage in a race to the bottom to get their
hands on precious COVID-19 vaccines first. This “me first” approach will prolong the
pandemic, resulting in more lives lost and catastrophic impacts in economic and social
disruption. People who live in the poorest and most vulnerable situations in low-income
countries are most at risk.
With global demand surging and supply limited, a deadly divide in access to vaccines is
widening by the day. While immunization campaigns are rolling out in many high-income
countries, low-income countries are predicted to not see mass immunization against COVID19 for years to come.
letter to the editor (LTE)
: a letter written to a newspaper, magazine or other periodical about issues of concern to
readers, usually intended to be published in the paper/periodical
Write a letter to the editor about why Canada must support the TRIPS (Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) waiver currently tabled at the World Trade
Organization (WTO). As a hook, use World Immunization Week (April 24-30) to elevate the
issue of vaccine equity, making the case for how our best chance of ending COVID-19
everywhere is to ensure a vaccine is available for all as a global common good.
The ask: Canada must support the TRIPS intellectual property waiver tabled at the World
Trade Organization (WTO) and put people’s lives ahead of publicly-subsidized
pharmaceutical company profits.
Use our step-by-step instructions below and get your LTE published in the media.

read our top tips
1. Make it relevant and timely - ideally within 2 days of a current event.
2. Finish and submit your letter - it doesn’t have to be perfect, and you don’t have to be an
expert to have an opinion. You simply need to care.
3. Come up with a dynamite title that will catch the Editor’s attention.
4. Be creative and speak from the heart about the campaign issue.
secret tip
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Keep it short - around 3 paragraphs or 150-200 words. You want your LTE to be concise and
succinct to increase your chances of grabbing the reader's attention, getting published, and
getting your message out.

follow these 8 steps
1. Familiarize yourself with our current campaign.
2. Connect our campaign and your opinion with a newsworthy topic or hook that inspires
you. Try these ideas:
refer here to our key dates, hashtags, tags and keywords
do internet research, read the latest news articles, or use external resources
refer to past volunteer LTEs to see published examples.
3. Write your LTE to give your opinion related to our campaign issue. See an example
below.
4. Use our searchable list of editors’ emails to email your LTE to.
5. Press send.
6. Send your LTE to your Member of Parliament (MP) to let them know your opinion.
7. If you belong to a Results group, let your Group Leader know that you’ve submitted an
LTE. If you are not part of a group, consider joining one! Until then, fill out this
“actions taken” online form.
8. If your LTE gets published, share it on social media by tagging @ResultsCda and
your MP. And make sure to let your Group Leader know!
see an example of an LTE
COVID-19: A salutary tale?
Dear Editor,
The pandemic is not yet over but we are beginning to see some light through the cracks in our
world. I am proud to say that Canada has taken a leadership role and contributed everincreasing amounts to end COVID everywhere. More Canadians should be made aware that
the experts estimate a return of $5.60 for every $1 of aid we invest. Indeed, it means the
pandemic world-wide will end sooner which is good for our economy.
My greater hope is that we learn from our pandemic experience that contributing to better
public health abroad is also the right thing to do. The best example is the TB epidemic which
continues to ravage many countries and regions, including Canada’s North. TB is both
preventable and curable yet has been the leading cause of death from a single infectious
agent. In 2019, it resulted in the deaths of 1.4 million people. COVID deaths will be higher in
2020 as we are already over 1.6 million deaths. But the COVID vaccines were not available
until this month.
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We have seen how quickly governments and communities react when disease hits richer
nations such as our own. Many people have been working for a very long time to combat TB
in the Global South. Let’s make sure that the community health workers or “front-line
heroes” in those nations have the resources they need post-COVID to wipe out epidemics like
TB.
Sherry Moran, Publication date: Dec 15, 2020, Oshawa Express
secret tip
Don’t give up. If your letter hasn’t been published, email the editors and ask them for
feedback.
secret tip
Track your letter by doing an internet search of your name and following up with the
publication to find out if/when it is getting published.
See all our resources to help you write your LTE, along with key dates, hashtags,
tags and keywords found on our campaigns page here.
Tell a story. Everything is built on storytelling. If you’re in the right place at the right time
and you tell the right story, you can do anything.
- Danny Glenwright
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write a minister
resultscanada.ca/action-button/write-a-minister-campaign-1

instructions for writing to Minister Mary Ng
Our #StopTheDeadlyDivide campaign focuses on the urgent need to work together to find
ways to prevent the world’s progress from backsliding during the COVID-19 crisis. Over the
course of the past year, we have seen nation states engage in a race to the bottom to get their
hands on precious COVID-19 vaccines first.
This “me first” approach will prolong the pandemic, resulting in more lives lost and
catastrophic impacts in economic and social disruption. The world's poorest and most
vulnerable living in low-income countries are most at risk.
minister \ ˈminəstər\
: a head of a government department
Write an email to the Minister of Small Business, Export Promotion and International Trade,
Mary Ng (Mary.Ng@international.gc.ca) about why Canada must support the TRIPS (TradeRelated Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) waiver currently tabled at the World Trade
Organization (WTO).
Refer to the January 15, 2021 Supplementary Mandate Letter sent to her by Prime Minister
Trudeau to reiterate why it is critical that Canada support the TRIPS waiver so that countries
around the world can start to manufacture the life-saving vaccine that will help the entire
world recover from the pandemic:
“With the support of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, continue to strengthen and diversify
Canada’s trade partnerships and reinforce global supply chains, including for medical supplies
and other critical goods.”
Explain that with global demand surging and supply limited, a deadly divide in access to
vaccines is widening by the day. While immunization campaigns are rolling out in many
high-income countries, low-income countries are predicted to not see mass immunization
against COVID-19 for years to come.
The ask: Canada must support the TRIPS intellectual property waiver tabled at the World
Trade Organization (WTO) and put people’s lives ahead of publicly-subsidized
pharmaceutical company profits.
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use your voice on social media
resultscanada.ca/action-button/use-social-media-campaign-1

take action now!
With global demand surging and supply limited, a deadly divide in access to vaccines is
widening by the day. While immunization campaigns are rolling out in many high-income
countries, low-income countries are predicted to not see mass immunization against COVID19 for years to come.
The ask: Canada must support the TRIPS intellectual property waiver tabled at the World
Trade Organization (WTO) and put people’s lives ahead of publicly-subsidized
pharmaceutical company profits.
You can also instantly let Canadian decision-makers know that you care by sending the
ready-made tweet or Facebook post below.
Tweet instantly (click below)
So long as vaccines are kept under lock & key, there won’t be enough to go around. What we
need is a #PeoplesVaccine, not a profit vaccine. That's why Canada must support the TRIPS
intellectual property waiver. @mary_ng @FP_Champagne #StopTheDeadlyDivide
#Canada4Results
Post on Facebook and Instagram (copy and paste the text below)
With global vaccine demand surging and supply limited, a divide in vaccine access is
widening by the day. It’s in everyone’s interest to #StopTheDeadlyDivide created when
people’s lives are a lesser priority than publicly-subsidized pharmaceutical company profits.
#VaccineEquity #Canada4Results
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View all our photos and social media images.
If you prefer to write your own tweet or post, use our step-by-step instructions below.

read our top tips
1. Be catchy
2. Be bold and respectful
2/3

3. Post frequently
4. Always tag @ResultsCda so that we can help amplify your message. If space allows,
include the hashtag #Canada4Results
secret tip
When posting on social media, be genuine and speak from the heart. People want to connect
with other human beings online, so be yourself and it'll help you get your message across!

follow these 7 steps
1. Familiarize yourself with our current campaign.
2. Connect our campaign, and support your opinion with a newsworthy topic or hook that
inspires you. Try these ideas:
refer here to our key dates, hashtags, tags and keywords
do internet research, read the latest news articles, or use external resources
refer to Twitter and our Social Media Wall to see posts from volunteers and others
3. If your MP, a Minister or the Prime Minister has social media, you can find their details
here.
4. Write your post and personalize it so that it’s meaningful to you. Consider these ideas:
consult your tools to learn how to use social media powerfully
refer here to our key dates, hashtags, tags and keywords
include @ResultsCda in your post so that we can help amplify your voice
5. Hit post and ask your friends to help you spread the word by sharing, commenting and
liking.
6. If you belong to a Results group, let your Group Leader know that you took action on
social media. If you are not part of a group, consider joining one! Until then, fill out this
“actions taken” online form.
See all our resources to help you use social media, along with key dates,
hashtags, tags and keywords found on our campaigns page here.
With a very simple action, you can have a very big impact. Together we’re strong and
together our voice is louder. This is the great thing about advocacy.
- Piera, Results Canada volunteer
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