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take action now!

"There is no trust more sacred than the one the world holds with children. There is no duty
more important than ensuring that their rights are respected, that their welfare is protected,
that their lives are free from fear and want and that they can grow up in peace." 

- Kofi Annan, Former Secretary-General of the United Nations

When faced with a year of diverse challenges felt around the world including pandemic
recovery, ongoing conflict and war and economic shocks we have been able to step up and
mobilize our community to take action for a better world. From the over 40 monuments lit up
to raise awareness for World Tuberculosis Day, to our national conference where took
political action by meeting over 30 parliamentarians, to the countless letter-to-editors, op-
eds, and social media posts, we have had impact and stood in solidarity with all those
around the world facing increased challenges.

last chance to #ChampionChildrenInEmergencies at the Global
Refugee Forum

Before we ring in the New Year, we must continue urging the Government to step up and
renew investment for access to quality education for children in emergencies at the
upcoming Global Refugee Forum (GRF) happening from December 12-15th in Geneva,
Switzerland.

The ask:
1. We are calling on Canada to renew and maintain investment in quality education by
committing $500 million over 5 years at the Global Refugee Forum in December to restore
access to quality education for the most marginalized learners, as well as fulfill Canada’s
own commitment to invest new resources to support access to education for girls, refugees,
internally displaced children, and those living with disabilities in emergencies. 
2. We are calling on Canada to ensure all programming for children in emergencies has a
holistic, whole-of-child approach that includes stable and long-term, flexible funding informed
by affected communities.

Note: The Global Refugee Forum (GRF) is scheduled to take place December 12-15th in
Geneva, Switzerland – follow us on X or Instagram for updates!

https://resultscanada.ca/campaign/campaign-1/
https://www.unhcr.org/global-refugee-forum-2023
https://twitter.com/ResultsCda
https://www.instagram.com/resultscda/
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Education is the foundation for peaceful, prosperous, and thriving societies, it prevents
radicalization and extremism, promotes gender quality, creates a safe space for learning,
builds emotional resilience, and equips children with the skills needed to take on the
challenges of the future. Canada has an opportunity to close the gaps in education financing
and continue the legacy and impact of the Charlevoix Declaration by stepping up with new
investments at the GRF.

The Charlevoix Declaration

Canada is a champion of women and girls’ rights and revered for its steadfast political
leadership in global education, most notably as the architect of the Charlevoix Declaration on
Quality Education for Girls, Adolescent Girls and Women in Developing Countries. Backed
by a Canadian investment of CAD$400mn, leveraging a historic CAD$3.8bn from the G7 and
other partners in 2018, Charlevoix-funded projects have had life-changing and positive
impacts for the most marginalized learners, including girls, refugees, and displaced children
and youth living in emergencies. In its recent report to Parliament, Global Affairs Canada
confirmed that Canada’s Charlevoix investment alone has reached 4 million girls and women
across 55 projects in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East.   

Unfortunately, Budget 2023 did not specify a renewed investment in global education, and
more than two thirds of Charlevoix-funded projects have wrapped up and closed operations.
More concerning is that the delivery of quality education, leading to learning, leadership, and
life-skills - relied on by so many women and girls has ended. The world is looking to Canada
to reaffirm its commitment to quality education - and reinvest - to protect its legacy as a
leader for girls’ education at the Global Refugee Forum. 

Education is only one piece of the very important puzzle that is needed to create the
environment for children to strive and thrive. Not only do children need access to quality and
safe education, but they also need nutritious food to help fuel brain and body development,
they need proper immunizations for protection from curable diseases like polio and measles,
they need an environment with caregivers who provide protection, care, and support. As we
continue to advocate until the very end of the year for children in emergencies, let’s look to
2024 with optimism, hope, solutions, and a commitment to solidarity for a better world, and a
better future, for all children, no matter where they live.

latest campaign news

#ChampionChildrenInEmergencies:

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/charlevoix-education.aspx?lang=eng
https://cdn.resultscanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/November-2023-CTA-ChampionChildrenInEmergencies.pdf
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In the beginning of November Results Canada hosted a parliamentary reception to
highlight the barriers and solutions facing children living in emergencies. During the
reception, guests heard from youth advocates from the Refugee Education Council to
learn more about what Canada can do to #ChampionChildrenInEmergencies. This
reception was attended by parliamentarians, senators, civil society, and volunteers. We
were also happy to welcome the new Minister of International Development Ahmed
Hussen to our reception!

#YesWeCanEndTB:  

Following months of advocacy ahead of the United Nations High-Level Meeting on
Tuberculosis this September, we were disappointed by Canada engagement at this
important meeting. To follow up on the #YesWeCanEndTB campaign and keep the
pressure on Canada to invest in TB elimination, we asked volunteers and partners to
sign-on to a letter addressed to the Prime Minister. This letter was signed by 101
individuals who share our disappointment in Canada’s lackluster presence at the
High-Level Meeting and call for further action in the quest to end TB. The letter was
sent to Prime Minister Trudeau at the end of November.

poem

A word that speaks for itself is suffer
Children who live in camps are trying to recover
From all the hope that was stolen, making them vision the future to be rougher.
But that’s not the end we want, were going to uncover
All the hope that was put aside, start over and discover
Ways we can step up and raise those voices so they can flutter, Freely, Live a happy
childhood with nothing that will act like a crusher, One smile leads to the others
And one hand, It can help many, one after the other

- Sedra (15), co-founder of Elegant Art

Elegant Art is an organization led by two incredible youth who came to Canada as refugees
from Syria when they were little. Sedra, now 15, and her 13-year-old sister Shahd sell art
and writing that inspire and educate about the refugee experience. Learn more or order
postcards made of seed paper at elegantcard.ca.

video

Interview with Sedra and Shahd of Elegant Art in Global News Toronto (Dec 22, 2020).

https://cdn.resultscanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/September-2023-CTA-YesWeCanEndTB.pdf
https://resultscanada.ca/july-to-september-yeswecanendtb-campaign/
https://resultscanada.ca/canadas-lackluster-presence-at-the-un-high-level-meeting-on-tb/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18OgmQ_C1xgFzTZ6pz__VX-NIGVmobUib/view?usp=sharing
https://elegantcard.ca/en/home
https://elegantcard.ca/en/home
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key dates

December 1: World AIDS Day
December 5: International Volunteer Day
December 10: Human Rights Day
December 12-15: Global Refugee Forum
December 27: International Day of Epidemic Preparedness

Check out our full key dates calendar  

key words  

 

Education in emergencies

Early childhood development in emergencies

Adequate nutrition

Good Health

Protection

Global Refugee Forum

hashtags  

#ChampionChildrenInEmergencies

#EducationForAll

#FutureGameChangers

#NoMatterWhat

#GlobalRefugeeForum 

#Canada4Results

#Cdnpoli 

https://resultscanada.ca/calendar-calendrier/
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X tags  

@ResultsCda 

@JustinTrudeau 

@HonAhmedHussen 

https://twitter.com/ResultsCda
https://twitter.com/ResultsCda
https://twitter.com/JustinTrudeau
https://twitter.com/JustinTrudeau
https://twitter.com/HonAhmedHussen
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Write a letter to the editor
resultscanada.ca/action-button/write-a-letter-to-editor-campaign-1

take action now!

Call-to-action summary: 

We are calling on Canada to adopt a holistic approach for the wellbeing of children in
emergencies and announce a renewed investment in quality education for these children at
the Global Refugee Forum in December.

letter to the editor (LTE)
: a letter written to a newspaper, magazine or other periodical about issues of concern to
readers, usually intended to be published in the paper/periodical

Up until the Global Refugee Forum on December 12th, write a letter to the editor that
highlights the importance of Canada restoring investment in access to quality education for
children living in emergencies at the Global Refugee Forum. Remind them that education
through early learning is a key component of early childhood development and can offer a
safe place to provide nutritious meals, inform children on their health rights, while providing
essential vaccinations and create an opportunity for children to feel connected, protected
and heard in times of crises. Canada used to be a global champion for quality education in
emergencies through the historic commitment of the Charlevoix Declaration at the 2018, G7,
hosted in Canada. Unfortunately, this critical investment has ended, with programs having to
be shut down and impact stalled.

The ask:

We are calling on Canada to renew and maintain investment in quality education by
committing $500 million over 5 years at the Global Refugee Forum in December to
restore access to quality education for the most marginalized learners, as well as fulfill
Canada’s own commitment to invest new resources to support access to education for
girls, refugees, internally displaced children, and those living with disabilities in
emergencies.
We are calling on Canada to ensure all programming for children in emergencies has a
holistic, whole-of-child approach that includes stable and long-term, flexible funding
informed by affected communities.

Use our instructions, tips, and resources below to get your LTE published in the media. Refer
to past volunteer LTEs but don’t fall into the trap of copying other people’s styles. 

follow these step-by-step instructions to write an LTE

https://resultscanada.ca/action-button/write-a-letter-to-editor-campaign-1/
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-06-09-quality-education-qualite.aspx?lang=eng
https://resultscanada.ca/actions-taken/
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Volunteers on average spend 1-2 hours researching and planning, 30 minutes writing their
draft and 15 minutes submitting it to newspapers. 

1. Read our current call-to-action and note the “ask”. 
2. Research the current issue by reading the news or external reliable sources (e.g., the

World Health Organization). 
3. Draft your LTE. It doesn’t have to be perfect, and you don’t have to be an expert to

have an opinion.
Create an outline of your letter using the EPIC format. 
Keep it short – 150-200 words. Being clear and concise will increase your
chances of getting published.  
Focus on your perspective and speak from the heart while supporting your
opinion with evidence from our call-to-action and/or your research. 
Remember to state the problem early on and include a solution to the issue which
is usually the “ask” in the call-to-action. 
Write a catchy title that will draw the reader in. 
Review your draft to make sure you are using respectful and inclusive language –
see our anti-oppression best practices. 

4.  Decide if you are sending your LTE to one or many newspapers. If you’re emailing
multiple newspapers, put their addresses in the BCC field. Use our database of editors’
emails for options.  

5. Press ‘send’ – congratulations! Tell your Group Leader you’ve submitted an LTE. If you
are not part of a group, consider joining one. 

6. Send your LTE draft to your Member of Parliament (MP) to let them know your opinion. 

did you get published?

1. Do an internet search of your name and a key sentence from your LTE for a few weeks
after you submit if the newspaper editor didn’t notify you that they picked up your LTE.  

2. If you got published, complete the “I got published in the media” form. 
3. Share it on social media by using #Canada4Results, plus tagging @ResultsCda and

your Member of Parliament.  
4. Keep submitting LTEs on future calls-to-action and you could become a publishing

expert like Dena.

secret tips

Look at our latest learning session on LTEs (15 mins). 
Get more traction by connecting your LTE to a newsworthy topic or hook that inspires
you - refer to our key dates, hashtags, tags, and keywords. 
Respond to a recently published article as a hook for your LTE. 

https://resultscanada.ca/campaign/campaign-1/
https://cdn.resultscanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/communicating-a-message-powerfully.pdf
https://bit.ly/3gxwoGk
https://bit.ly/3gxwoGk
https://bit.ly/ResultsGetPublished
https://bit.ly/ResultsGetPublished
https://resultscanada.ca/join-us/#headline-78-796
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Members/en
https://resultscanada.ca/track-actions/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Canada4Results/
https://twitter.com/resultscda
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Members/en
https://resultscanada.ca/dena-sharafdin-volunteer-spotlight/
https://resultscanada.ca/dena-sharafdin-volunteer-spotlight/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AzfZAeA-hOsvcsKo1xSBokGSM9GA7dYE/view?usp=sharing
https://resultscanada.ca/campaign/campaign-1/#keydates
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Collaborate with other volunteers. Nothing is stopping you from submitting a co-written
LTE! 
Speak another language? Send your LTE to community newspapers published in that
language. 
Consider writing an op-ed if you have lots of research material and 200 words isn’t
enough! 

see an example of an LTE

Canada should invest $1-billion in the Global Fund: reader

The COVID-19 pandemic has magnified the contribution of frontline community health
workers around the world to protect communities. Health workers are the overlooked
backbone of any well-functioning health system. Much of the success of the Global Fund is
due to the efforts of these health workers—most of whom are women. They identify and fight
disease outbreaks, provide vital health services, and prepare communities for future health
threats. More than two million community health workers are on the front lines in countries
where the Global Fund invests.

To recover from yet another wave of COVID-19 and its devastating impact on AIDS, TB and
malaria, and to strengthen systems to build a healthier and pandemic-proof world, Canada
must invest a billion dollars in the Global Fund.

Randy Rudolph, Calgary, Publication date: September 26, 2022, The Hill Times

See more published volunteer LTEs.

See all our resources to help you write your LTE, along with key dates, hashtags, tags
and keywords found on our call-to-action page.

Before volunteering with Results, I was so intimidated to write a letter to the editor but they
gave me the tools to write one about immunizations and it ended up getting published! I feel
so empowered to continue making a difference. 
– Megan, Results Canada volunteer

https://resultscanada.ca/your-tools/#headline-67-119
https://www.hilltimes.com/story/2022/09/26/canada-should-invest-1-billion-in-the-global-fund-reader/271352/
https://bit.ly/3JSEcBu
https://resultscanada.ca/your-tools/#headline-67-119
https://resultscanada.ca/campaign/campaign-1/#keydates
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send your MP a holiday card
resultscanada.ca/action-button/send-your-mp-a-holiday-card-campaign-1

Call-to-action summary: 

We are calling on Canada to adopt a holistic approach for the wellbeing of children in
emergencies and announce a renewed investment in quality education for these children at
the Global Refugee Forum in December.

Remind your Member of Parliament (MP) of all the important issues we focused on this year.
Send an email or written card to their office to wish them a happy holiday, making sure to
include all the ways in which you have taken action for a world free from extreme poverty this
year and how you look forward to working with them in the New Year. Mention why you care
about how Canada shows up in the world. Don’t forget to make it personal. MPs will connect
more with information that is grounded in personal experience, so don’t be afraid to share
why you care about global issues!

To find out who your Member of Parliament is, type your postal code here and then find
their email address by clicking the contact information button.
To include a holiday greeting from Results Canada in your email: Right-click/long-press
to save this image and attach it to your email or print it out!

https://resultscanada.ca/action-button/send-your-mp-a-holiday-card-campaign-1/
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Members/en
https://cdn.resultscanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/Holiday-Card-2023.png
https://cdn.resultscanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/Holiday-Card-2023.png
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Don’t be afraid to handwrite a card to mail to your MP. You can find their hill office
address by researching their contact information on the House of Commons website.
All mail to an MP’s parliamentary office is free and requires no postage!

The end of the year marks the perfect time to write to your MP and remind them that you are
involved and volunteering for a better world. It’s a great opportunity for you to showcase all
that you’ve done, while also signaling that you want to work with them in the New Year.

Letter writing is something you can do anytime. So that’s when I like to do it: anytime. Just
write letters and send ‘em in. 

– Willie Dickerson, RESULTS U.S. volunteer

https://cdn.resultscanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/Holiday-Card-2023-FR.png
https://cdn.resultscanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/Holiday-Card-2023-FR.png
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Members/en
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use your voice on social media
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Call-to-action summary: 

We are calling on Canada to adopt a holistic approach for the wellbeing of children in
emergencies and announce a renewed investment in quality education for these children at
the Global Refugee Forum in December.

 Tweet instantly (click below) 

Schools are 1st to close & last to reopen in emergencies, limiting kids & their futures.
@HonAhmedHussen: 🇨🇦 must #ChampionChildrenInEmergencies & renew investment in
education for them at the #GlobalRefugeeForum!

Act now: https://bit.ly/ResultsCTA1 @Resultscda #Canada4Results

Instagram/Facebook/LinkedIn post (copy and paste into your social media) 

Schools are the first to close and last to open in emergencies. This both drastically
diminishes the quality of life of children living in emergencies and holds them back from
forging their futures.

Canada must take a holistic approach to children’s wellbeing to protect them from the
devastating impact of climate change, conflict, and more. At the #GlobalRefugeeForum this
December, I urge Canada to invest in quality education and
#ChampionChidrenInEmergencies!

 

https://resultscanada.ca/action-button/use-social-media-campaign-1-2/
https://ctt.ac/3q92m
https://ctt.ac/3q92m
https://ctt.ac/3q92m
https://ctt.ac/3q92m
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All of our voices together can change the world and the lives that others live.
–Clarecia Christie, former Results Canada board member
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organize a community social with your group
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With everything going on around the world, it is especially important to take moments to
celebrate, reflect, and think about the different action and impact we have had this year. This
holiday season, consider organizing a community social with your group and invite your
family and friends along to learn about all diverse actions your group took over the past year.
Reflect on your favourite advocacy moment and speak about what issue you engaged on the
most. Make sure to have fun and celebrate all that was accomplished, while remembering
that we will be looking toward 2024 with a deep conviction that we can create impact and
change when we work together. Work with your community and group to think of different
and creative ways we can continue to take action as a collective!

If you do end up getting together in-person or online, make sure to take a picture and tag
Results on social media explaining your favourite advocacy moment or why you care about
Canada’s role in the world. Don’t forget December 5th is International Volunteer Day, the
perfect moment to think about your experience as a volunteer with Results Canada and why
you are inspired to take action for a better world!

https://resultscanada.ca/action-button/organize-a-community-social-with-your-group-campaign-1/
https://resultscanada.ca/register-december-2023-celebration-call/

