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children in emergencies

take action now!

“Children are both our reason to eliminate the worst aspects of armed conflict and our best
hope of succeeding in that charge.”

- Graça Machel, first Education Minister of Mozambique

Now more than ever, the devastating effects of conflict, violence, and humanitarian disaster
loom all around us. Now more than ever, we must remain committed to our convictions of a
better world, of global solidarity, of upholding of international human rights. Now more than
ever, we need to ensure that all people have access to life-saving assistance, including
health services, food, protection, and safety. Now more than ever, we must join together and
raise our voices to champion children in emergencies.

Canadian civil society is calling on Canada to demand an immediate ceasefire, open
unimpeded humanitarian access and to ensure the protection of civilians and humanitarian
personnel in Gaza, the West Bank, and Israel to address escalating instability. In times of
conflict and crises, it is often women and children who face the brunt of adverse effects. In
fact reports claim that 40% of the Gazan population are children; with the conflict leading to
625,000 children deprived of education, with 206 schools damaged. Schools are often the
first to close and the last to reopen during humanitarian emergencies.

Children face increased vulnerability in emergency contexts because they lack the physical,
emotional, and cognitive resources to cope with the challenges that crises present. They
depend on adults and stable environments for their well-being, and emergencies disrupt
these protective factors. Children face heightened risks of trauma, malnutrition, disease,
exploitation, and even separation from their families. One third of people living in
emergencies are children, with an estimated 148.1 million suffering from chronic malnutrition,
222 million children unable to access quality education, and children living in fragile contexts
are twice as likely to die before they reach their fifth birthday due to lack of proper
vaccinations, poor maternal health and less caregiving support. With conflict escalating
around the world, these figures will surely rise in the months to come.

addressing early childhood development in emergencies

https://resultscanada.ca/campaign/campaign-2/
https://www.humanitariancoalition.ca/statement-by-the-humanitarian-coalition-on-the-humanitarian-situation-in-gaza-west-bank-and-israel
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/10/1142687
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/10/1142687
https://www.wvi.org/world-humanitarian-day-2023
https://www.educationcannotwait.org/news-stories/press-releases/education-cannot-wait-222-million-crisis-impacted-children-in-urgent
https://www.unicef.org/media/107621/file/Programme-Guide-ECDiE.pdf
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What happens in the first few months and years of a child’s life influences their physical and
mental health, wellbeing, learning, and behaviour over their entire lives. 90% of brain growth
takes place in the first three years of life; a period when the brain is highly sensitive to
environmental factors. Evidence shows that prolonged adversity in early years alters brain
development. For children born into conflict or protracted displacement, the long-term impact
can devastate and exacerbate inequalities that last lifetimes and span generations. 

The essential components of early childhood development established by doctors, scientists,
policy experts and the World Health Organization include good health, adequate nutrition,
opportunities for early learning, responsive caregiving, and security and safety. For those of
us in privileged positions, these components seem like normal fixtures of everyday life, but
for those living in emergency contexts, you might only have access to one component, or
barriers exist to access them all. This is a systems error, where organizations are not
coordinating and collaborating enough to ensure whole-of-child approach where all children
have access to early childhood development services.  

Imagine what your childhood would look like if you faced different barriers accessing these
essential human rights, while also living in an emergency context. The global community,
including Canada, must develop and adopt coordinating mechanisms that provide
programming to cover the whole host of needs for young children through early childhood
development (ECD) services. For babies and young children in humanitarian and fragile
settings, access to ECD services is a matter of life and death. Supporting them and their
caregivers is essential to ending preventable newborn and under-five deaths and fostering
healthy brain development. It is also a key part of helping communities and countries recover
from crises, breaking cycles of poverty and violence, and building peaceful, resilient
societies. 
Early childhood development and caregivers services in fragile and emergency
settings are increasingly essential to end preventable deaths, support the healthy
motor and socio-emotional development of newborns and young children, and ensure
the overall health and well-being of early childhood. - UNICEF

Save the Children conducted a report asking children living in emergencies what they need
most and 99% of the 8479 children surveyed recorded education as their main priority. This
is because school offers a safe space for learning where children feel protected. It also offers
a beacon of hope, as education is seen as an opportunity to gain the foundational skills
necessary to forge a new future. Education through early learning is a key component of
early childhood development and can offer a safe place to provide nutritious meals, inform
children on their health rights, while providing essential vaccinations and create an
opportunity for children to feel connected, protected and heard in times of crises. Canada
used to be a global champion for quality education in emergencies through the historic
commitment of the Charlevoix Declaration at the 2018, G7, hosted in Canada. Unfortunately,
this critical investment has ended, with programs having to be shut down and impact stalled. 

https://www.savethechildren.org/content/dam/global/reports/education-and-child-protection/what-children-want.pdf
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-06-09-quality-education-qualite.aspx?lang=eng
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The Charlevoix Declaration

Canada is a champion of women and girls’ rights and revered for its steadfast political
leadership in global education, most notably as the architect of the Charlevoix Declaration on
Quality Education for Girls, Adolescent Girls and Women in Developing Countries. Backed
by a Canadian investment of CAD$400mn, leveraging a historic CAD$3.8bn from the G7 and
other partners in 2018, Charlevoix-funded projects have had life-changing and positive
impacts for the most marginalized learners, including girls, refugees, and displaced children
and youth living in emergencies. In its recent report to Parliament, Global Affairs Canada
confirmed that Canada’s Charlevoix investment alone has reached 4 million girls and women
across 55 projects in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East.   

Unfortunately, Budget 2023 did not specify a renewed investment in global education, and
more than two thirds of Charlevoix-funded projects have wrapped up and closed operations.
More concerning is that the delivery of quality education, leading to learning, leadership, and
life-skills - relied on by so many women and girls has ended. The world is looking to Canada
to reaffirm its commitment to quality education - and reinvest - to protect its legacy as a
leader for girls’ education at the Global Refugee Forum. 

This December, world leaders will come together at the Global Refugee Forum (GRF) to
address issues facing refugees, internally displaced populations, stateless peoples, and
those on the move. This forum only happens every 4 years and the world has changed
drastically since 2019, with the pandemic declared as a global health emergency, the illegal
invasion of Ukraine, and numerous natural disasters. Recent consultations with Global
Affairs Canada identified access to quality education and the engagement of the Refugee
Education Council as the main priorities for government engagement at the GRF. That is why
we are zeroing in access to quality education, not only because it is a critical piece of early
childhood development, but also because there is an opportunity for enormous impact.

Canada has a critical opportunity to restore impactful investments in quality education for
learners in emergencies, while also committing to policy change that makes funding long-
term, flexible, and highlights the importance of a holistic, whole-of-child approach that
includes stable and long-term, flexible funding informed by affect communities at the GRF.
Children are the current and future #GameChangers, but only when they have access to
their basic human rights and the foundational skills developed through school. That is why
we are asking the Government of Canada and Minister Ahmed Hussen to step up at the
Global Refugee Forum this December.

The ask:
1. We are calling on Canada to renew and maintain investment in quality education by
committing $500 million over 5 years at the Global Refugee Forum in December to restore
access to quality education for the most marginalized learners, as well as fulfill Canada’s

https://www.unhcr.org/global-refugee-forum-2023
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/02/refugee-education-council-members.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/02/refugee-education-council-members.html
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own commitment to invest new resources to support access to education for girls, refugees,
internally displaced children, and those living with disabilities in emergencies. 
2. We are calling on Canada to ensure all programming for children in emergencies has a
holistic, whole-of-child approach that includes stable and long-term, flexible funding informed
by affected communities.
latest campaign news

#YesWeCanEndTB:

At the United Nations High-Level Meeting (HLM) on TB on Sept 22, Canada had an
opportunity to reaffirm its commitment to eliminating TB but failed to fully step up. We
celebrate the successes that came out of this global meeting, including the adoption of
a new political declaration signed onto by UN Member States and renewed funding
from Canada for TB REACH. However, we express our disappointment in the lack of
bold leadership from Canada, specifically in the absence of an investment in TB
research and development. Meeting the global goal of ending TB by 2030 will require
strong political will, demonstrated by high-impact commitments and sustained funding.
We know that Canada could and should have done more at the TB HLM and continue
to call on our leaders to step up for the millions of people affected by TB, read our full
statement here.

#GameChangers2030:  

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced at the UN High-Level Meeting on Pandemic
Prevention, Preparedness and Response that Canada is increasing its contribution on
Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) to low-income countries for much-needed climate
action, future pandemic preparedness and poverty reduction from 18% to 26%. While
it’s not the 40% you asked for in June, Canada's contribution of total shared SDRs is
larger than any other government, factoring in its special SDR contribution to Ukraine.
A HUGE thank you to our volunteers who tirelessly advocated for Canada to step up.
This is why we do it.

video

https://www.un.org/pga/77/wp-content/uploads/sites/105/2023/09/TB-Final-Text.pdf
https://cdn.resultscanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/YesWeCanEndTB-March-2023-Results-Canada.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal3
https://resultscanada.ca/canadas-lackluster-presence-at-the-un-high-level-meeting-on-tb/
https://cdn.resultscanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/resultscanada.ca-GameChangers-June.pdf
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Watch Video At: https://youtu.be/8bEK6gytwec

key dates

November 19: World Toilet Day 
November 20: World Children's Day  
November 24: Climate Change Conference 2023 (COP28)
November 25: Intl Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women 
November 30: Giving Tuesday  

Check out our full key dates calendar  

key words  

Education in emergencies

Early childhood development in emergencies

Adequate nutrition

Good Health

Global Refugee Forum

https://youtu.be/8bEK6gytwec
https://resultscanada.ca/calendar-calendrier/
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hashtags  

#ChampionChildrenInEmergencies

#EducationForAll

#FutureGameChangers

#NoMatterWhat

#GlobalRefugeeForum 

#Canada4Results

#Cdnpoli 

Twitter tags  

@ResultsCda 

@JustinTrudeau 

@HonAhmedHussen 

@MarcMillerVM

https://twitter.com/ResultsCda
https://twitter.com/ResultsCda
https://twitter.com/JustinTrudeau
https://twitter.com/JustinTrudeau
https://twitter.com/HonAhmedHussen
https://twitter.com/MarcMillerVM
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Write an email to the Minister of International
Development

resultscanada.ca/action-button/email-honourable-minister-intldev-campaign-2

Write an email to the new Minister of International Development Ahmed Hussen
(ahmed.hussen@international.gc.ca) outlining why you think Canada must step up and do
more to #ChampionChildrenInEmergencies at the Global Refugee Forum this December.
Make sure to introduce yourself as a volunteer for Results Canada and explain why you care
about global issues and why you care how Canada shows up in the world.

In your email, use the events unfolding in Gaza, the West Bank, and Israel as a reminder of
the importance of upholding international human rights, while maintaining access for
humanitarian personnel and life-saving supplies. Outline how schools are often the first to
close and the last to open in conflict, with the situation in Gaza forcing 625 000 children out
of school, with no knowledge of when they’ll return. Schools are often the first to close and
the last to re-open during humanitarian emergencies.

Urge the Minister to restore investment in access to quality education by committing $500
million over 5 years for children living in emergencies at the Global Refugee Forum in
December. Explain how Canada used to be a global champion for quality education in
emergencies through the historic Charlevoix Declaration in 2018, but investment has run out
and programs were forced to shut down. Ask the Minister to renew investments in access to
quality education, while committing to increase policy for early childhood development in
emergencies. Let the Minister know that you want Canada to step up more to
#ChampionChildrenInEmergencies.

Remember to use the EPIC model of powerful communication to help craft your email!

Letter writing is something you can do anytime. So that’s when I like to do it: anytime. Just
write letters and send ‘em in.
– Willie Dickerson, RESULTS U.S. volunteer






https://resultscanada.ca/action-button/email-honourable-minister-intldev-campaign-2/
mailto:ahmed.hussen@international.gc.ca
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/10/1142687
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-06-09-quality-education-qualite.aspx?lang=eng
https://cdn.resultscanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/communicating-a-message-powerfully.pdf
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Write an op-ed - Results Canada
resultscanada.ca/action-button/write-an-op-ed-campaign-2

read full call-to-action
op-ed \ ˈäp-ˈed  \


: a page of special features usually opposite the editorial page of a newspaper

Over 73% of the world’s extreme poor currently live in fragile contexts and emergency
settings, caused by circumstances beyond their control such as conflict, natural disasters,
drought, famine, for example. They face barriers accessing basic services like quality
education, proper nutrition, immunizations, psycho-social support, and economic inclusion.

Up until the Global Refugee Forum on December 12th, write an op-ed that highlights the
importance of Canada restoring investment in access to quality education for children living
in emergencies at the Global Refugee Forum. Education through early learning is a key
component of early childhood development and can offer a safe place to provide nutritious
meals, inform children on their health rights, while providing essential vaccinations and
create an opportunity for children to feel connected, protected and heard in times of crises.
Canada used to be a global champion for quality education in emergencies through the
historic commitment of the Charlevoix Declaration at the 2018, G7, hosted in Canada.
Unfortunately, this critical investment has ended, with programs having to be shut down and
impact stalled.

follow these step-by-step instructions to write an op-ed

Volunteers on average spend 3-4 hours researching and planning, 3 hours writing their draft
and 15 minutes submitting it to a newspaper.  

1. Read our current call-to-action and note the “ask”.
2. Research the current issue by reading the news or external reliable sources (e.g., the

World Health Organization).
3. Pick one newspaper to target and read their submission guidelines carefully. Word

count and format will vary between newspapers. For options, use our database
of editors’ emails .

4. Create an outline using the EPIC format to help make your piece persuasive.
Remember to state the problem early on and include a solution to the issue, which is
usually the “ask” in the current call-to-action.

https://resultscanada.ca/action-button/write-an-op-ed-campaign-2/
https://resultscanada.ca/campaign/campaign-2/
https://www.oecd.org/dac/states-of-fragility-fa5a6770-en.htm#:~:text=Fragility%20is%20the%20combination%20of,living%20in%20extreme%20poverty%20worldwide.
https://www.oecd.org/dac/states-of-fragility-fa5a6770-en.htm
https://www.humanitariancoalition.ca/what-is-a-humanitarian-emergency
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-relations_internationales/g7/documents/2018-06-09-quality-education-qualite.aspx?lang=eng
https://bit.ly/ResultsCTA1
https://bit.ly/ResultsGetPublished
https://cdn.resultscanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/communicating-a-message-powerfully.pdf
https://bit.ly/ResultsCTA1
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5. Draft your op-ed. 
Use simple language and write in the active voice. The idea you’re sharing
doesn’t need to be simple, but plain language will help you get that idea across.
Cite your sources. Editors will fact-check your op-ed, so include hyperlinks to the
original reputable sources for every statistic or fact. You can draw evidence from
your research and/or our call-to-action.
Review your draft to make sure you are using respectful and inclusive language –
see our anti-oppression best practices. 
Write a catchy title that will draw the reader in.

6. Follow the submission guidelines for the newspaper you chose. You will probably be
asked to include a one sentence bio that explains why you are a credible source, a
photo, your name, address, and phone number for the editor. For example, “NAME is
an International Development student at the University of British Columbia and a
volunteer advocate with Results Canada.”

7. Press ‘send’ – congratulations! Tell your Group Leader you’ve submitted an op-ed. If
you are not part of a group, consider joining one.

8. Recycle. Send your op-ed draft to your Member of Parliament (MP) to let them know
your opinion. 

Watch our top tips

Watch Video At: https://youtu.be/FxSum54zlf8

did you get published?

https://www.grammarly.com/blog/active-vs-passive-voice/
https://bit.ly/ResultsCTA1
https://bit.ly/3OIEu0i
https://bit.ly/3OKxlN4
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Members/en
https://youtu.be/FxSum54zlf8
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If your piece was picked up, complete the “I got published in the media” form. Share it
on social media by using #Canada4Results, plus tagging @ResultsCda and your MP.

See all our resources to help you write your op-ed, along with key dates, hashtags,
tags, and keywords found in our current call-to-action. 

Still not sure about writing an op-ed?

At Results, we encourage volunteers to step out of their comfort zone and push yourselves
to further your impact. While you don’t have to be an expert to have an opinion, it is
important for your op-ed to be well researched.

Op-eds take greater effort on your part than a letter to the editor (LTE), but they can also
create greater impact! An op-ed offers more space to make your argument and share
statistics than a 200-word LTE. Op-eds get a lot of traction with decision-makers because of
the great effort it takes to write and successfully get published.

“I enjoyed the whole process of writing an op-ed, from reading background material on the
Global Fund to collecting my thoughts and finding the right words to express them. It felt
good just to get it done, so actually getting it published was an added bonus. I'd encourage
anyone who's especially interested in a topic to give it a try.” 

- Chitra, Results volunteer








https://resultscanada.ca/track-actions/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Canada4Results/
https://twitter.com/resultscda
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Members/en
https://resultscanada.ca/your-tools/
https://resultscanada.ca/campaign/campaign-2/
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use your voice on social media
resultscanada.ca/action-button/use-social-media-campaign-2-2

 Tweet instantly (click below) 

Schools are 1st to close & last to reopen in emergencies, limiting kids & their futures.
@HonAhmedHussen: 🇨🇦 must #ChampionChildrenInEmergencies & renew investment in
education for them at the #GlobalRefugeeForum!

Act now: https://bit.ly/ResultsCTA2 @Resultscda #Canada4Results

Instagram/Facebook/LinkedIn post (copy and paste into your social media) 

Schools are the first to close and last to open in emergencies. This both drastically
diminishes the quality of life of children living in emergencies and holds them back from
forging their futures.

Canada must take a holistic approach to children’s wellbeing to protect them from the
devastating impact of climate change, conflict, and more. At the #GlobalRefugeeForum this
December, I urge Canada to invest in quality education and
#ChampionChidrenInEmergencies!

#EducationForAll #FutureGameChangers #NoMatterWhat #Cdnpoli

https://resultscanada.ca/action-button/use-social-media-campaign-2-2/
https://ctt.ac/m29fg
https://ctt.ac/m29fg


2/2

All of our voices together can change the world and the lives that others live.

–Clarecia Christie, former Results Canada board member









